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Old Testament Reading: Deuteronomy 30:15-20 

Theme:  Choose Life to Live 

Scripture Background: 

The writer of the book of Deuteronomy shows the Hebrews at the conclusion of their journey in the 
wilderness. Much has happened to them since they left captivity in Egypt. They have experienced times of 
great faith in the God who delivered them from slavery and they have experienced times when they have lost 
trust in that same God. They are now approaching the time when they will re-enter the land that has been 
promised to them, a land “that will flow with milk and honey.”    
 
It will not be a simple matter. Moses reminds them there are decisions to be made about the way they 
conduct their lives.  Much of the book is given to the commandments that will be required of them in order 
to follow the covenant. They are reminded they must place their trust in the God who had brought them this 
far on the journey. There are many chapters of the book committed to various commandments that must be 
fulfilled.   These are the commandments that will lead to life as they re-enter the land promised to them. 
 
The passage from our reading today is the culmination of the teachings of the writer of Deuteronomy. It is a 
stark, clear choice. As they re-enter the land, the Hebrew people can choose between life and death. To 
choose life means to remember the covenant oath with God and to not become sidetracked with other gods.  
To choose life means to follow the commandments of God by loving God with your whole heart and soul.   
To choose death means to forget the covenant with God and choosing to follow other gods and paths.  And 
this decision has long-term repercussions.   Whatever decisions were made would impact the generations to 
come after them. 
 
Moses’ final plea to the Hebrew people is to “choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving 
the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him: for that means life to you and length of days, so 
that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors…”  (Deut. 30:19-20, New Revised 
Standard Edition). 
 
Connection to Climate Justice: 
 
It must be stated clearly that many biblical scholars and theologians have held that God clearly sees the care 
of Creation as part of the commandments that are to be followed. In the book of Genesis and in many of the 
Psalms, we see that God declared the Creation good and commanded humans to care for it.   
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It is our challenge to the faith community to remind them of the call by God to choose those actions that 
promote life. And we must be reminded that we share an interrelationship will all of the created order. Our 
actions for life or death have a great impact on not only other human beings but on animals and other life 
forms. This is much like the passage in the book of Deuteronomy in that our deciding to follow life by 
following God’s commandments will have an impact on the life of the future.   
 
Many times people don’t see the long-term consequences of their actions. The writer of the book of 
Deuteronomy pushes us to see this connection. When we choose life, we keep the door open for other human 
beings around the planet as well as so many other life forms.  And for us to choose death means that many in 
other parts of the world will suffer.  It is also a reminder that we are interconnected and that the loss of many 
life forms will also have a severe impact on human life as well. 
 
This is an ideal time to remind our faith communities that justice for the climate and God’s created order are 
a necessary part of our faith journey. This is not just a “political issue” as many like to contend. This is at the 
very heart of the command of God for us to choose life or death today and to remember that is has long term 
effects on the future of the created order.    
 
Reading from the Psalms: Psalm 119:1-8 

Theme:   Following the Commandments of God Brings Happiness 

Scripture Background: 

The writer of this psalm picks up a similar theme as the writer of Deuteronomy. It is that following the 
commandments of God will bring happiness. The psalmist suggests that God has decreed that the 
commandments of the covenant be followed and that doing so offers the way to life. 
 
Connection to Climate Justice: 
 
Part of the commandments of God was to be a caretaker of the Creation.  We also know that through the 
story of Creation the manner in which all of life is interconnected.  When we seek to follow God, we follow 
the commands.  We are called to love God and neighbor.  We are called to follow God and to care for the 
Creation.  In so doing, we find true happiness. 
 
We can remind our faith communities that today there are many voices telling us where to find true 
happiness.  And in following these ways, we often follow those paths to do great harm to God’s created 
order. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:21-37 

Theme:  Interconnectedness in Christ 

Scripture Background:    

The passages are from the beginning of the Sermon on the Mount.  In the Sermon on the Mount, we see on 
several occasions how Jesus re-interprets the commandments from God. In our lesson, he deals with anger, 
adultery, divorce and taking of oaths.  In these passages as well as others in the Sermon on the Mount, there 
seems to be a sense where Jesus reminds us that we are to treat both God and our neighbor, not as objects, 
but as subjects. When we are angry, it is easier to objectify the person as a “fool” and then to be able to 
perpetrate all types of actions against them.  But Jesus suggests that we treat them as a subject, as a sister or 
brother of great worth. We have the sense in the Sermon on the Mount of the great interconnectedness that 
we have in Christ. 
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Connection to Climate Justice: 
 
When it comes to issues of climate justice, our political discourse has often to the objectification of those life 
forms that will suffer from our actions.  Thus, it is much easier to continue our current paths. We treat the 
issue as if those who are poor on the other side of the planet do not matter. We act as if the other life forms 
that we share life with have no value. We have forgotten the grand interconnectedness that we all share in 
Christ. 
 
Epistle Reading:  I Corinthians 3:1-9 

Theme:  Working Together in the Faith 

Scripture Background: 

The church in Corinth was badly divided.   It was leading to many problems in the church.  There was 
jealously and quarreling.   Paul stated that those who were acting in this way were following “human 
inclinations.”   But, using an analogy from nature, he says that it is God who provides the growth.  It is up to 
the servants of God to work together.  He suggests that some will plant and that some will water.  And, as a 
result, God will cause the growth to be achieved. 
 
Connections to Climate Justice: 
 
A theme that seems to go through many of our four lessons is the need to let God be God and that we follow 
the ordinances and commandments of God. In so doing, we are led to life.  This life allows the 
interconnectedness of all life to flourish and grow.  But, when we follow our human inclinations, much 
trouble follows. We quarrel. We objectify life and have license to do with it what we please. We become 
selfish and greedy. We forget God. And this has devastating consequences for life.                                                                      
 


