“Choose Life to Live”
Deuteronomy 30:15-20

National Preach-In for Global Warming/Climate Change.

Uggggggg – what  a tough challenge we have taken on.

We are all over the place in our thinking and some places in between.  Some of us believe that global warming is changing our weather patterns and harming our earth and ecological balance – plants and animals and humans.   Some of us believe that it is not real and that everything is fine; it’s hype to scare us and drive up the price of oil and consumables.  Some of us believe that Al Gore and his scientists are onto something and others think he just made a lot of money from his talks and  film, An Inconvenient Truth.  There are those of us somewhere in between all along the spectrum.

Regardless of where we are; we all can agree that we are called by God to “Choose Life to Live,”  for ourselves, our fellow human beings and for life around us.

Scripture people does not speak of fuel shortage, over use of the land, chemical pesticides, deforestation, massive tsunami (well perhaps it does), major earthquakes (perhaps understood in a different way), pollution  and so on, because it was not known to them, did not affect them, the words weren’t even there.   However, scripture does speak of the oneness and greatness and unity that God created when God put it all together and challenged humankind to care for it.

We heard the words from Deuteronomy that sometimes seem a bit difficult to understand; but let’s take it back.  Let’s go way back to the beginning of recorded Biblical history.   Now whether we believe the creation story is factual, chronological history or whether it is a way for the ancient people to understand the world and events around them – or, whether we are somewhere in between, on that line again.  We recall that God’s time is not our time and God’s measure of a day is not our measure of a day, so perhaps we can understand a little bit of how perhaps, just perhaps, differing theories merge.  For we know, in our heart of hearts, that in the beginning WAS GOD.

In the beginning when all was a dark and formless void, God began the enormous task of creation.  He formed earth and stars and planets and moons.  He separated water and sky and clouds and waters.  He put lights in the sky for day and for night.  He separated the night and day and gave each their boundaries.  You may notice that I am using the masculine image of God, even though many of us realize that God has aspects of male and female, but we are going with the traditional understanding of which most of you are familiar.  
God did all this creating.  He brought life into the earth and water and the skies.  He created birds and beasts and fish and living plants and trees.   God created and God looked at all God had made and it was GOOD.   God decided that He wanted/He needed companionship and someone to care for this beautiful creation that He had just made.  So God created humankind – in the image of God – God’s own self – He created them.  He breathed life into them – the great breath of God.   He gave them dominion and stewardship (care and control) over all the wonders that had been created.  He commanded them to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over it.  He gave them food to eat as he gave food to all the other creatures He had created.
Then we have the story of the Garden of Eden.   Disobedience, distraction, willfulness – like so many children.  This began the separation of humankind from God.  God would no longer simply turn over food for them to eat; they would have to work for it.  They would have to plant fields, till them, care for them and harvest their crops.  They would have to work for the bounty God had provided.   He made them leave the place of enchantment and wander into the world to make their own way.  Can we say “free will” at work?
The story goes on of Cain and Abel and the first offerings unto God.   Can brought part of his harvest of the fields.  Abel brought the first of his harvest of the animals – his sheep.   For some reason, perhaps the first, or the quality, or the attitude, God found Abel’s offering more pleasing.  Cain was angry, he was jealous, and he lured his brother out into the field and he killed him – the first recorded murder.  Even the ground – the soil – cried out.  And so God made Cain to wander about and to have to work even harder to obtain sustenance for survival; but – God gave Cain a mark that no other human would kill him because he was God’s.
And then we continue with the stories of faith and life and growing as people who are out learning the earth and world.  We know the stories – we know the stories of disobedience and disconnection, the stories of the sin and corruption of the earth, the violence that plagued the world.  We have heard how God determined to destroy all the wonder and beauty that he had created because of the disappointment and God heart break of his greatest creation – that creation that was a part of Himself – except – except for Noah and his family.  God had Noah take pairs of animals and his own family into the ark he commanded him to build.  God sent the waters  and the floods.  Then after a time caused the waters to subside and the bird found the green twig to show that it was safe to exit the ark.   And when it was all over God re-created a covenant with humankind and placed his bow in the sky.
The writer of the book of Deuteronomy shows the Hebrews at the conclusion of their journey in the wilderness. Much has happened to them since they left captivity in Egypt. They have experienced times of great faith in the God who delivered them from slavery and they have experienced times when they have lost trust in that same God. They are now approaching the time when they will re-enter the land that has been promised to them, a land “that will flow with milk and honey.” It will not be a simple matter. Moses reminds them there are decisions to be made about the way they conduct their lives. Much of the book is given to the commandments that will be required of them in order to follow the covenant. They are reminded they must place their trust in the God who had brought them this far on the journey. There are many chapters of the book committed to various commandments that must be fulfilled. These are the commandments that will lead to life as they re-enter the land promised to them.  

The passage from our reading today is the culmination of the teachings of the writer of Deuteronomy. It is a stark, clear choice. As they re-enter the land, the Hebrew people can choose between life and death. To choose life means to remember the covenant oath with God and to not become sidetracked with other gods.  To choose life means to follow the commandments of God by loving God with your whole heart and soul.  To choose death means to forget the covenant with God and choosing to follow other gods and paths. And  this decision has long-term repercussions. Whatever decisions were made would impact the generations to  come after them.  Moses’ final plea to the Hebrew people is to “choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving  the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him: for that means life to you and length of days, so  that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your ancestors…” (Deut. 30:19-20, New Revised  Standard Edition).
Whether we believe changing weather patterns affecting the Gulf Stream winds, El Nino or La Nina winds are real.  Whether we believe that weather is hotter, colder, winters or summers different, the polar ice cap melting, or tsunamis and earthquakes greater, It is our challenge to  remember the call by God to choose those actions that promote life. And we must be reminded that we share an interrelationship will all of the created order. Our actions for life or death have a great impact on not only other human beings but on animals and other life forms.   We remember that in the great acts of creation, actions that God declared GOOD, humankind – man and woman were created to care for it.

This is much like the passage in the book of Deuteronomy in that our deciding to follow life by following God’s commandments will have an impact on the life of the future.  Many times people don’t see the long-term consequences of their actions.   The ancient people had no frame of reference, no conception, of what life today might be like.  

The writer of the book of Deuteronomy pushes us to see this connection. When we choose life, we keep the door open for other human beings around the planet as well as so many other life forms. And for us to choose death means that many in other parts of the world will suffer. It is also a reminder that we are interconnected and that the loss of many life forms will also have a severe impact on human life as well.  This is an ideal time to remind our faith communities that justice for the climate and God’s created order are  a necessary part of our faith journey. This is not just a “political issue” as many like to contend. This is at the very heart of the command of God for us to choose life or death today and to remember that is has long term effects on the future of the created order.
