
Global Warming? Why Should I Care?
The world’s scientists agree – the Earth is warming and human activity is driving that 
change. The emissions from burning fossil fuels, such as oil and coal, are creating a 
layer of carbon dioxide in our atmosphere that acts like a blanket, trapping heat. This 
past year tied as the 10th hottest year since record-keeping began in 1850. Arctic 
sea ice, a barometer for the entire planet, has shrunken to a record low volume, 
according to the World Meteorological Organization. Climate destabilization is contributing to record droughts 
and famine, wildfires, monster snowstorms, unprecedented flooding and dangerous changes in ocean chemistry. 

However, there is good news on the horizon. The EPA is working to enforce the Clean Air Act with new 
safeguards that will cut dangerous emissions, protect our health, and heal the climate. These new protections will 
also save thousands of lives and prevent pollution-aggravated illnesses, if the U.S. Congress does not interfere.

How is it a Faith Issue?
All major religions have a mandate to care for God’s Creation. Now that we know global warming pollution is 
compromising our future, we have a duty to act. All people of faith share a moral obligation to care for the poor 
and vulnerable. These are the people who are least able to adapt and who are most affected by the climate crisis. 
We must not turn our backs on the poorest or on future generations. People of faith can join forces to address 
climate change and build a clean energy future.
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What Can I Do?
• The most important thing you can do right now is let your elected representatives hear from you. We’ve 

made it easy by providing Valentine postcards to your senators urging them to oppose any efforts in 
Congress to undermine the EPA and implementation of the Clean Air Act. The EPA and the Clean Air Act help 
to safeguard the climate, human health and the environment. 

• Follow up with a phone call. The congressional switchboard phone number is 202-224-3121. Ask for your 
senators’ offices, and then let them know that as a person of faith you oppose any effort to weaken or delay 
the EPA’s ability to enforce the Clean Air Act. Ask them to stand with the people of their state, not polluters.

• Sign the Clean Air Promise if it is available in your congregation. Be counted as a person of faith for clean 
air. Promise to support clean air policies and other protections that have been recommended by the EPA to 
safeguard our air quality and climate. 

• If you would like to do more, work with your state Interfaith Power & Light to help your congregation and 
your family conserve energy and become more efficient. This will help reduce global warming pollution and 
save money on your energy bills. IPL is working on many other programs for cool congregations. Join us at 
www.InterfaithPowerandLight.org.
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